
 
 

Friday, February 5, 2021 

 

Gatherly- NFTY Convention Large Group Speeches and Announcements 

6:50 pm  Fletcher Broadcast:  Welcome to NFTY Convention!  I invite you to explore 
Gatherly.  Feel free to look around, find your friends and meet someone new.  If you need help, 
please visit the Help Desk located on the lobby floor by clicking on the big box labeled Help on 
the lower right corner of your screen.  You can also chat with the help desk directly by searching 
in the People tab for “Help” and clicking the messaging icon to message them.   I will let you 
know when it’s time to move to zoom for services. We are excited for a great weekend! 
 

7:15 pm Lynne Broadcast:  Shabbat Shalom. We will see you on zoom for our opening 
welcome and Shabbat T’fillah in 15 minutes. We have pasted the link into the News chat and it 
was in the email sent to you this morning.   

 

Zoom- T’fillah/ Song Session 

7:25 pm NFTY North American Board 
 
Fletcher: Welcome to NFTY Convention 2021! We're the NFTY North American Board! 
 
Josh: We are so excited for this weekend, it’s going to be amazing! 
 
Liana: This is a NFTY Convention different than all NFTY Conventions before, and we are so 
happy that you are here to share it with us. 
 
Madison: The theme of our weekend together is Connect, Learn, Serve. 
 
Cat: Throughout tonight and the rest of the weekend we’ll have many opportunities to connect 
to our whole NFTY and URJ community.  
 
Hannah: NFTY Convention is a chance to meet new friends, see friends from your NFTY Regions 
and summer camps, and make tons of fun memories.  
 



 
 
Josh: Tomorrow is our Day of Learning, where we’ll meet with adult and teen experts who are 
offering amazing opportunities to learn. 
 
Liana: On Sunday, we’ll have our Day of Service, which will revolve around social action 
opportunities and experiences.  
 
Madison: Plus, it’s not NFTY Convention without celebrating Shabbat together, Big Fun, and a 
Dan Nichols concert! 
 
Hannah: Connection is a HUGE part of this weekend. I’m happy to launch our NFTY Convention 
Challenge! Check your email for a bingo board of ways to connect. Take a moment, see who’s 
here, and share what part of NFTY Convention you are most excited for in the chat. 
 
Josh: Wow! These responses are so awesome! If you received your merch box, let’s all open 
them together right now. There are so many fun surprises in there! If you haven’t received yet, 
I’m sorry it got held up in the mail!  There was some weather across the country this week!  In 
fact, there were supposed to be lanyards in your box and they are coming separately later.  If 
you registered in the last 7 days you will not get your merch until after Convention.  If you have 
questions about your merch, please email nftyconvention@urj.org and we will follow up on it 
next week. 
 
Madison: Let’s all wear our NFTY Convention shirts to the Dan Nichols concert tomorrow night! 
 
Fletcher:  Most times we are together as one community in Zoom, you will be able to follow 
along either with visual t’fillah slides or closed captioning which appear at the bottom of your 
screen.  As with any artificial intelligence, the closed captioning will not be perfect, especially 
when we are using Hebrew.  Please know that unfortunately, Gatherly doesn’t have a closed 
caption option.  Links are provided in our daily emails to the text of many of the speeches 
throughout the weekend if you would like to follow along.   

Cat: I think it’s time to get this weekend started! The North American Board will be around all 
weekend, so if you need anything, come and find us! Shabbat shalom everybody! 
 

 

mailto:nftyconvention@urj.org


 
 
At the beginning of services Madison Spotlight:  Hi everyone and welcome to Friday evening 
Shabbat services! Thank you so much for being here. Before we jump right into services, I’d like  
to share with you a little bit about the concept behind this evening’s service. One of the most 
important things I’ve learned over the past 10 months is to remain relentlessly optimistic. I  
know, I know. Wayyyyy easier said than done. But hopefully tonight’s service will let you do so in 
a low-barrier yet special way. Instead of pinpointing the ~many~ negatives that have come 
along with this global pandemic we have found ourselves in, I’d like to instead flip that on its 
head and focus on the positives! NFTY has undoubtedly been affected by the state of our world, 
but we have remained calm, strong, and connected throughout -- a different type of connected, 
but still connected. We have remained strong as a movement (and each of you being here 
tonight wholeheartedly reflects that!!!).  
 
Our regions have seen such success this year, and it was important to me and to all involved in 
planning this service to celebrate those regional successes...those little wins. Because they 
matter SO MUCH!! I’m so excited to experience this service with all of you and to connect to our 
NFTY regions and to Judaism in such an unprecedented and meaningful way.  
 

Madison Spotlight: I’d now like to take a minute to introduce the esteemed winner of the 
Wendy Blickstein Memorial D’var Torah Competition, Kiley Bramson from NFTY- Northeast, who 
will be giving us her take on Parshat Yitro! Go ahead, Kiley! 

 

Wendy Blickstein Memoria D’var Torah Competition 

Kiley Bramson 

 Connect. Learn. Serve. What do these words really mean? What do they instruct us to 

do? Connect encourages us to form meaningful relationships with those around us. Learn 

inspires us to continue on a path of knowledge based in Jewish values. Serve calls us to be here 

for our communities and ourselves. 

 

 



 
 

It is especially fitting that these three words truly embody the values of this week’s Torah 

portion, in which Moses’ father-in-law, Yitro, advises Moses that he has taken on too much 

work. Moses, all alone, had been serving as the sole judge for the Israelites. Day and night, 

people came to him for advice on how to live according to the laws and teachings of God. Yitro 

tells Moses that he will wear himself out from all the work and that he should seek out deputies  

 

to settle smaller issues. The delegation of tasks is often something that we are reluctant to do, 

but it can be crucial in managing our workload. Trusting his father-in-law, Moses obliges and 

appoints capable judges across the land. 

In this instance, Yitro realizes that Moses needs help before Moses is able to come to 

terms with this reality himself. Although Moses may not be ready to ask for help, he willingly 

accepts it once it is thoughtfully offered by Yitro. 

As it was for Moses, it can be difficult for us to admit when we need help. However, the 

support and advice of our loved ones, such as Yitro's support for Moses, can be exactly what we 

need to be successful.  

In an era of social distancing, asking for help can become even more challenging. Many 

of us are unable to spend time in person with the people whom we usually seek when we are 

struggling. Also, our need for help can often go unnoticed. When our need for help is overlooked 

by those around us, it often becomes necessary to ask for help ourselves, which can be really 

difficult. 

Oftentimes, when we feel lost, we turn to our Jewish community and our Jewish values. 

One really awesome aspect of Judaism is how it encourages us to ask questions about 



 
everything. What got us to where we are today? What do Jewish values say we ought to do in 

this situation? Is this really the right course of action? What will the effects be? 

Asking and questioning in and of themselves are Jewish values. We are taught to ask for 

forgiveness when we have wronged others. We ask for prayers of healing when people are in 

need of a r’fuah sh’leimah, a complete healing. We ask for and even demand peace for our 

world. This culture of asking can and should be used to create a culture of caring and support for 

those who ask, as well as those who do not.  

 

Asking for help often looks different depending on the person, the situation and the type of help 

needed. It may be getting a tutor for a class in which you are struggling, or asking another 

NFTYite to co-write a program or a service with you so you do not have to do it alone. The choice 

of asking is a crucial one, but the choice of supporting those around you is just as crucial in order 

to have a thriving community. 

Recognizing when a parent is stressed with work and offering to unload the dishwasher 

or make dinner for the family are two ways you can support your home community with a 

culture of caring. Sometimes we are like Moses — the one in need of assistance — and 

sometimes we are like the judges who support and ease the workload for other people.  

One phrase from Exodus 18:22 encapsulates the culture of supporting those in our 

community. It translates to “Make it easier for yourself by letting them share the burden with 

you.” 

Oftentimes, we may feel guilty for relying on our community when we need help. 

However, relying on our community is how we have gotten to where we are as Jewish people 

and is necessary for our collective future. For all the times we are in Moses’ role, not even 



 
recognizing that we are in need of assistance to survive, we also have times when we are in the 

role of the judges, supporting someone else’s “Moses Moment.”  

So NFTY, in this time of struggle and uncertainty, it is more important now than ever that 

we embrace our “Yitro Moments,” our “Moses Moments” and our “Judge Moments” in order to 

remain integral members of our communities. As we are encouraged to do through this 

weekend and beyond, we must connect with those around us, learn from each other, and serve 

our communities as well as our own needs. This is the only way that we will be able to move 

forward, survive, and thrive as the movement that we hold so dear to our hearts. 

 

End of services Spotlight Madison: 
Thank you so much for joining us for Shabbat services! It was so special to connect as a 
community through prayer. You are all amazing for being here. 
 
I’d be remiss if I didn’t include a round of thank yous to all the special people who had a hand in 
planning and executing our services tonight! Biiiiig thank yous to  

• Rabbi Daniel Bogard of Central Reform Congregation in St. Louis for providing video 
production services 

• CCAR Press and Rabbi Dan Medwin for creating and donating our custom Visual Tefillah 
virtual siddur for NFTY Convention Services 

• Rabbi Andrew Terkel who helped every step of the way 
• our Wendy Blickstein Memorial D’var Torah Competition winner, Kiley Bramson.  
• Another big thank you to Jordan Schmidt, Andrew Goldstein, and Jacob Fishman for their 

original songs, and to Lauren Greenberger, Noah Simon, and Kiley Bramson for 
songleading and leading us in prayer tonight!  

• Those who donated, without which this would not be possible 
• Lastly, thank you Yoni Cohen for your amazing video production work for our closing 

song.  
 
Shabbat shalom! 
 
Okay, it’s now time for Song Session! To start us off, I’d love to welcome Jordan “Schmidty” 
Schmidt!  
 



 
9:00 pm Fletcher Broadcast: Thank you to our service leaders, our songleaders, and 
everyone behind the scenes helping with tech support.  We invite you to join us back in Gatherly 
to meet your family groups.  Family groups are an opportunity to connect with a small group 
throughout the weekend.  You will likely know at least one person in your family already and we 
hope you will meet someone new as well. Your group number can be found on your nametag.  
There are 2 family group floors, 1-14 are on Family Group Floor 1, 15-25 are on a Family Group 
Floor 2.  Once you log in, click on the elevator and go to the floor that has the right number for 
your nametag.  Once on your floor, look for the colored square that matches your number and 
click on that box to enter. Then make one big group, or huddle with everyone there!  Make sure 
that if you joined us for the pre-oneg you use the same email to enter as you did before.   
Remember to close out Zoom before you log into Gatherly to avoid camera and microphone 
confusion.  See you soon in Gatherly! 

 

Gatherly- NFTY Convention Large Group Speeches and Announcements 

9:15 pm Fletcher Broadcast: We are ready to start our family groups! Please click on the 
elevator find your connection the floor and colored square that corresponds to your group 
number. Your family group number can be found on your nametag that came in your merch box.  
The help desk is open in the lobby if you need any help finding your group or you can chat wit 
the help desk directly by searching for Help in the person tab and clicking the message icon. 

 

9:45 pm Fletcher Broadcast: Thank you for joining us for this amazing first day of 
connection at NFTY Convention. Feel free to stay with us to hang out with friends and to meet 
some new people. Cat is going to explain how Connection floors will work, but before she does, I 
have a few reminders for tomorrow. 
 
We can’t wait to see you tomorrow morning at 11:15 am ET for our bagel brunch. BYOBagel or 
favorite breakfast item to celebrate Shabbat morning and chat with other participants while you 
are waiting for services to start. At 12:00 ET we will meet in Zoom for breakout services and we 
will all join for the Torah service. You can check out NC21.org to see all the breakout service 
options. Check your email after 9:30AM ET (6:30AM PT) in the morning for the link to join and 
for a full schedule. 
 
We hope you will hang around for Connection Time to have more fun this evening, but before 
we wrap up our formal program for tonight, I think I hear something. NFTY Cheer! 



 
 

  Cat Broadcast: Hello everyone! Welcome to the first connection space 
opportunity of NC21! This is going to be a fun way for you to meet other participants, similar to 
walking between programming spaces and chatting it up with a new group of people! The 
theme for this first connection space is going to be music! After I finish talking, take the elevator 
to Connection Floor 1. Once you arrive on the floor, you will see different booths. Each booth is 
for a different genre of music, once I am finished, travel to the booth of your choice and get into 
groups of up to 15 people - please make sure everyone is included!  To start the mixer, go in 
alphabetical order, share your name, pronouns, region, and why you chose the specific music 
genre! 
 
 
 
Whether it’s sharing your favorite artist, making a playlist together, or exchanging Spotifys! 
There is no wrong way to connect. We will paste the list of music and booths in the News Chat 
now. 
 

10:30 pm Fletcher Broadcast: We hope everyone had a fun evening!!  The NC21 convention 
center is now closed.  Please exit the space and we look forward to seeing you again in the 
morning at 11:15 ET/8:15 PT. Shabbat Shalom. 


